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From @ueloay Fuly the asth, to Gaturdap Fuly the 2gth, 1710. 


The Sign-Poff : Written by 4. B.C. or 
the society of Lonmdon-Poets, and dedi- 
cated to Fohn Dunton, Efq; Poft Matter 
General,of Great Britain. 


S to the two following Pofts, the firft 
was written by 4. B. C. ( or the So- 
ciety of Lovdon- Poets ) and the fecond 


by. Fobn Dunton, the firft Proje&or of 
the 3000 Pofts: The Sign- Poff, ( as ’tis but Man- 
ners to give Place tomy betters ) fhall take che 
firft Place in Dzunton’s Oracle; and therefore 
(after blufhing a little for thofe undeferv’d 
Praifes my Poetick Brethren give me ) I'll here 
infert it intheir own Words, which were thefe 
following, viz. 


The SIGN-POST. 
Vino vendibili non opus eft hedera. 


For Signs you need not care a Rufh, 
The Wine that's good does need no Bufh. 


To John Dunton, Efq; Poft-Mafter General of 


Great Britain. 


The firft Sort of Suftaining Pofts, wiz. the 
Mill-Poft, we have already prefented the Publick ; 
the fecond, that is Sigu-Pofts, require our next 
Diflertation, which if there is a proportionable 
_Encreafe in the Bulk of Signs, to what there has 
been of late, muft be as fublftantial and thick as 
the AZill- Pofts, or elfe they will not be {fyfficient 
to the poadrous Load. 

Mr. Danton, The Reputation you have lately 
pain’d in the learned World, fince your eclipling 
the famous Jfaac Bickerflaf, and. the Refpe& I 
ever had for your Merit, induc’d me to believe 
you to be che fitteft Perfon that Application 
could be aiade to, to put a Stop to an extrava- 


- 


gant Humour that has of late Years beea predom 
minant among thole Living Hogfheads, the Coun 
try Inn-keepers, and that is, the Largenefs ot 
their Signs and Sign-Pofts, which for feveral 
fufficient and weighty Reafons, I fhall in the 
following Efflay upon that Subject, fhow to be 
well worthy the Cenfure of fo greata Pen; I 
fay, fo great and fo fruitful a Pea ; for tho’ you 
are not advanc'd, nor perhaps never may, to 
the Honour of being Poft-Mafter General, in the 
General Poft-Houfe in Lembard-Street, yet fure } 
am, if he may be faid to be Poft-Mafter General 
that notonly fends 3000 feyeral POSTS into 
the World, but even makes Pofts as well as fends 
’em abroad; then your Mercurial and weekly 
Projects, do properly give you the Title of 
John Dunton, Eig, Poift-Mafter General of Great 
Britain; for you not only make Pofts ( which no 
Poft-Mafter General ever did before) but even 
out Poft (as to your great Variety of Subjects ) 
the Posl-Alan, Poft-Boy, Flying-Poft, Daily-Poft, 
and all the lefferor under Flyers. Do, but look 
on the Title Page, (viz. Athenian News, or, Dun- 
ton's Oracle in 3c00 Pofts.) Here's that will chal- 
lenge all Little Britain and Duck Lane, nay, take 
in tbe Toppers of St. Paul’s Church-Yard too, 
J one andal), tho’ they wereas high as the Steeple, 
and as big as the Cupilo—— I'll betry’d by them- 
felves, tho’ chey feldom commend Copies or 
Authors, none of their own; I fay again, I'll 
be try'd by themfelves ( fo bold and confcious of 
lis felf, true Merit is, as well as Innocence ) whe- 
ther e’er a one of ’em all, ever printed 3000 
Pofts on as many diftinét Subjeéts. So that in a 
projecting as well as myftical Senfe, John Dunton, 
Efq, may properly be call’d, Poff-Adafter General 
of Great Britain. Then, So, bo, Houfe! Fetch 
a Buc of Canary, and let us drink, a Health to 
Fobn Duntov, Esq; Polt-Mafter General of Great 


Britain 
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Britain and feeing we have feen Men knighted 
for weekly Scribling, may Danton publifh Ache- 
wan News, (ot a Diverting Poft every Tuefday 
and Saturday,) till he is knighted as well as his 
Predeceflor, Sir Roger Lefirange; only with this 
Difference, that Danton writes for the good of 
his Country, and Sir Roger only to pleafe a Party. 
Then Sir John Dunton ( if Her Majefty pleafes ) 
to whom cou’d A.B. C, (or the Society of Lon- 
don Pofts ) fo properly dedicate their Effay in- 
titul’d the Siev-Poft, as co your Mercurtal felt, 
who ride Pega/xs twice a Week, and are Poft- 
Matter General to ail che Mufes, which honoura- 
Lie Title no Man ( however prejudic’d ) can dif- 
own, butis defervedcly your Due, that remem- 
bers the Ariuerian Oracle, or Queftion-Project, 
was a Thovent firft and entirely your own, and 
as the Athenian Society had their firft Meeting 
in Dunton’s Brain, fo you were honour’d fo far 

which fhews what a univerfal Entertainment 
the World may in Time expect from your Poft- 
Projeé) as to be chofe and continu'’d a Member of 
the Athenian Society, for the whole Time the 
A:benian Mercury was continu’d, and for that Rea- 
fon, the Athenian Society dedicate their 15th Vol. 
to Mr. Duntcn, in the fame Manner, as your 4. B. 
C. or Rhiming Brethren now dedicate the Sign- 
Poft, and for the fame Reafon, viz. as you were 
the Projetor both of the Queftion and Poft- 
Project. 

Having paid a Complement to our Poft-Mafter, 
‘cwill be Time now that we return to our Effay, 
intitul’d, The Sign-Poft, which wehere dedicate 
to him, in hopes he'll corre& what's amifs in it ; 
for, Mr. Danton, your Judgment is fo Nice, and 
Correfpondence, by 3000 Pofts, fo univerfal, 
as that there is nothing which can efcape your 
Cognizance, not only in Great Britain, where 
the Mufes have unanimoufly chofe you for their 
POST-MASTER, but in all the World befides ; 
fo that, even, Sign-Pofts can’t efcape your parti- 
cular Notice ; and fure we are, a Man whofe 
Correfpondence was lefs general than Mr. Dan- 
ton’s, cou'd never correé half the Sign-Pofts in 
Great Britain; for there is within the City of 
London, and in all the Towns of England, (which 
we have paft through,) fo prodigious a Number 
of Sign-Pofts, where they fell a certain Drink 
cal'd ALE, that we are apt to think (aftera 
Years Ramble to view the Sign-Polts of Great 
Britain ) that half of the Inhabitants may be de- 
nominated Ale- Houfe Keepers, and if any of thefe 
Houfes have a green Lattice, or an old Poft, it 
is cnough to fhow their Profeflion, but if they be| 


grac'd with aCrown, a Lion, or a Bull, fach 3 
SignPo/t, it well painted, is a Sign of good Cy. 
ftom, and excellent Liquor. 

Howell tells us, that the PiQures and Sign-Pofts 
of Rome,exceed the Number of living People. 

As for London, there’s fcarcea private Houfe 
but has got its Sign-Poft, and as to the Taverp 
Sigs in chis famous City, they are as numerogs 
as they are itrange and ridiculous; there's Ny, 
of the Roje, and Fuck of the King’s-Head, and 
Dick ot the Globe, and George of the Afermaig 
and Wiilot the Sax, and Harry of the Ca/tle, and 
Tom ot the Horn, and Sam of the Fountain, an 
200 More we could name, fo chat to give a Cats. 
logue of the London Sign-Pofts, would be an im. 
poilible Task for any Man, except it were the 
ingenious Fuller, who ( asthe Author of his Li‘: 
tells us J was fuch an obferver of Sign-Pofts; tha: 
in walking from Aldgate to Whitehall, he'd gire 
you an exact Account of all the Sign-Pofts ia the 
fame Order they ftood. 

As thefe Sign-Pofts owe their chief Ornament 
to Painting, ‘twill be proper here to {ay fom 
thing of the firft Invention of that Art, and what 
odd and remarkable Sign-Pofts were erected iu 
Egypt, Greece and Rome, in the Infancy of Painting. 

_ Gyges, as Pliny thioks, did firft invent and de- 
vife Painting and Sign-Pofts in Egypt: In Greece, 
Pyrrbus invented Sign-Pofts and Painting «- 
cording to Arifrorle’s Opinion: But Theopbrafiu 
faith that Polygnotus an Athenian, was the firt 
Man that invented Painting, and propos’d Sigr- 
Pofls for Taverns and Ale-Hovies; yet Pliny 
agrees neither with Theophrafius, nor yet with 
himfelf, for in his 35th Book he faith, that 
Polygnotus an Jtalian, did firft paint Women in 
fingie Apparel, and trimmed their Heads wit! 
Kalls of fundry Colours, and then fold thefe P- 
Gures for Sign-Pofts ; but to whom Sign-Pols 
and Painting owe their Original, is yet uncertaid, 
for the Egyptians fay, they had that Art 600 
Years before it came to Greece, and they o 
Greece’affirm it was begun by the Sicionians, and 
fome of the Corinthians. Albeit all confefs, it 
began of the drawing of a Man with Lines, for 
when the Daughter of Deburiades, the Siciontan, 
was to take leave of her Sweet Heart, now goilg 
to Wars, to comfort her felf in his Abfence, fhe 
took his Pi&ture with a Coal upon the Wall, 3 
the Candle gave the Shadow, which her Fathet 
admiring, perfected afterwards ; and ic was the 
firft Pi€ture and Sign-Poft that ever was made; 
but in procefs of Time, this drawing ot 4 Mas 


with Lines waxed more fumptuous with Cont 
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and Raphael an Urbinate, is very excellent in ex- 
refling of lively Images of Men in this Faculty. 

What Divinity was in Zeuxes, who by Art 
and Cunning, did rarely counterfeit a Vine ful 
4 Grapes, that the Fowl of the Air would de- 
icend upon it, in hopes to have fed and filled 
rhemfelves with the Grapes, they were fo live- 
1) drawn, and of fo good Workmanhhip, and 
for chat Reafon there was {carce a Town or Vil- 
lace, in all Greece, in which there was not 
erected a Sign-Poft, adorn’d with a Bunch of 
Grapes.—And 4pelles, for the Space of Six Years, 
employ ‘d all the Vigor and Strength of his Spirit 
in drawing, the Picture of Venus, which was fo 
rarely drawn, and endu’d with fuch an excellent 
Beauty, that the young Men that came Co fee it, 
fell in love with it, as if it had been a living Crea- 
ture, when they contemplated upon the Rarity 
and Perfection of fo curious a Draught, infomuch 
that the Pi€ture-Drawer was commanded by 
Publick Authority and Edi¢t to hide and keep his 
Picture out of Sight; and being tn Length of 
Time advanc’d fora Sign- Poff in Athens, it fo in- 
duc’d the young Men to Corruption, that it was 
taken down by Order of the Citizens, and never 
fuffer’d after that, to be feen in a Publick Street. 
But tho’ Painting, and confequently Sign-Pofts, 
owe their Rife to fuch famous Men as Gyges, Phyr- 
rus, Deburiades, Zenxes, Apelles, yet in the Ine 
fancy of Painting, Sign-Pofts were fo little un- 
derftood, that they were forced co write under 
every Sign they erected, Thess ts the Dog, this is 


yet is no lefs Delightful and Pleafant, than that 
of the City: The Signs in fome Places are grown 
fo monftrous big, as if the whole Town {trove 
for the Cuftom ot fome Senecio Grandio, that lov’d 
nothing but what look’d Prodigious. They reach 
commonly from one Side of the Street to the 
other, fo that feveral Travellers have been put 
to the ftand many Times to know which Side of 
the Way the Houle ftood that the Sign belong’d 
co; I meta Country Man of mine t’other Day, 
and among other things, asking him what Buti- 
nels brought him upto Town, Way, fays he, ns 
at Law; withwho, faid 1, Why, with Afr. He—p 
of S d, fays he, he bas pat out fuch a large 
Saracen’s Head for his Signy that it firighined rh) 
Team of Horfes, and made ’em overthrow a Load 0; 
WLeas laft Tuefday: Ay, thought [, if this Hu- 
mour encreafes, that every one will havea bigger 
Sign than his Neighbour, we fhall in a few 
Years fee the Ball Inn have a Sign as big as the 
Dun Com ; the Green Afan, will ftand a Crofs the 
Road like a Coloffws 5 the Matter of the Ship will 
hang out a Royal Sovereign, ora Ship as big as the 
Celeftial Argo, and which confequently mutt 
require a Sign-Poft as big and as ftrong as an 
Atlas to fupport it.—— The ingenious Hudibr a: 
mentions acertain Lawyer, that 


Made the Dirt ’th? Streets compound, 
For taking up the publick Ground. 


I’m fure the Complaint wotld be much more 


the Bear, and this is the Ship Tavern, and it muft| joft againft our enormous Signs, Signs big enough 


alfo be own’d, that as we have loft the Art of 


tor the Houfes where the Planets take up there 


Painting in Glafs, and that Perfection of Lim-|Inns. How much more modeft and witty was a 
ning the Ancients had; fo we have loft all good| certain Perfon that having no Licenfe to fell 


Contrivance in the very erecting of Sign-Pofts, 


Wine, was forc’d to take down his Bunch of 


and therefore the ingenious Dr. 44, L———r has| Grapes and Bufh, but inftead of that, over his 
in his Book entitul’d A Sourney to Paris, taken | Door writ,—Good Wine needs no Bufh,—which lest 


Notice that the Signs in that City, are but a 


every Body know, he fold Wine, and kept up 


Foot fquare, and hang very high, that they may|/his Cuftom. Tho’ the Toleration granted to 
not hinder, as he afterwards concludes the en-|Signs, is (as I hinted before) a great Token 
tertaining, Profpeét, that the Streets of that}of the Indulgence of the Government, yet it is 
beautiful City afford, and this he fays was done|a great Grievance to Poor Sign-Pofts ! [lluftrious 


by the King of France’s Order, but then as an 
Anti-Journal obferves, how indulgent is our 
Queen to her Subjects, who permits ’em to have 
fuch immenfe Signs, as the Caffle-Tavern has in 


Sign-Pofts! that bear and fultain more various 
Kiads of Creatures, than either Earth, Air,or Sea, 
Mermaids and Griffins ; and St. Georges and Maids, 
Illuftrious as they are, they beg ( Mr. Danton ) 


Fleerfireet ; feveral others, which like the Con-| that you'd redrefs their Ills, fince none fo proper 


{ciences of the People, are tolerated to be as big 


as your felf, who, as your fruitful Brain is able to 


and as monftrous as their Mafters pleafe ; the firft} invent and publifh 3000 Pofts, mult needs know 


thing therefore they ought tobe cenfured for, 
is that they fpoil the Profpec& of the Country 


Towns, which tho’ not fo Noble and Mepeae Misfortunes. 


how toreform one; but it is impoflible to pains 
in fuitable Colours, either their Deferts, or their 


Ba“ 
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But how can we expect Sign-Polts of a fit 
Size, adorn’d with proper Paint and Figures, 
and contriv’d fo as to anfwer the true End of 
Sign-Pofts ; or in plainer. Words, how can we 
expect a Reformation amonglit Sign-Pofts, when 
both Men and Women too, that erect emare a 


a fort of living and fallacious Sign-Polts : How 
common is it to fee a ftrutting Prodigal, powder 
and curle, and even Paint ( fometimes ) to angle 
for Admircrs ? Is it not a manly Exerctle to lee 
a Coxcomb ftand licking his Lips into Rubies, 
Painting his Cheeks into Cherries, patching his 
Pimgenits, Carbuncles and Buboes , to fee him 
ftriving to out-do Apelles in counterfeiting the love- 
ly Eyc-brow, to be two long Hours in careening, 
his Hair and Peruke, and perhaps, as tedious In 
adjufting his Cravat-String, for no other End but 
( Sign-Poft like ) to tempt the She-Paflengers to 
his lewd Embraces, for being thus equipp’d, the 
good natur’d Animal, fancies every Woman 1b 
love with him, that cafts an Eye on his accom- 
plifh'd Phifnomy, and Antick Drels. 


Thus Man’s a Sign-Poft, and he hugs the Cheat, 
And {till the Pleafure lies in the Deceit. 


And asto the Women ( if we'll believe Hx- 
dibras ) they are all Painted Sign-Pofts. 


For ‘tis in vain to think to guefs, 
At Women by Appearances 3 
That paint and patch their Imperfections, 
Of intellectual Complexions, | 
And daub their Tempers o’er with Wafhcs, 
As Artificial as their Faces : (Chin, 
When Maids thus paint their Minds and 
They make but Sign-Pofts of their Skin, 
To tell us what they fel! within. 

[tis no little Wonder to fee a Pifture have 
Motion, and a Female Sign-Poft is fuch a one, 
who hath almoft found the fecret of that famous 
Necromancer, that pretended to grow young 
again, by fhutting himfelf in a Glafs Viol, fiance 
all that hath made our Tempting Sign-Poft ap: 
pear fo fair, comes from the Alembick, Waters, 
Effences, and Patnting, and therefore fond Youth, 
beware, tor where the good Face lies in the Gally- 
Pot, it is rather a Vizor ( or Siga-Poft to call in 
Travellers ) than a Face that thy MiltrefS wears. 
_, bow did I] doat! The Gold upon her Head, 
The Lillies of her Breafts, the Rofie Red 
Lo cither Cheek and all her other Riches, (witches, 
W herewith ihe bleareth Sight, and Seule be- 
Is nove of hers, ic is but borrow ’d Stuik 
Or floln, or bouxht, plain Counterteic in proot ; 


a 
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My charming Angel I did fo adore, 
Is but aSign-Poft newly varnifh’d o’er. 

With what Confidence dares fhe life UD he 
Countenance to Heaven, which her Maker - 
knowledges not. This Picture of a Picture, o, 
painted Sign-Poft, call’d Woman, is a Creatyr. 
that had need to be twice defined, for the js nos 

it fhe feems: She feldom goes without a pzi- 


- 
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|of Faces, and fhe’s furnifhd with Stuff to make 


more, if need be: her own fweet Face igs the 
Book fhe moft looks upon, this fhe reads over 
every Morning, cfpecially if ( being a Vintner’ 
Sign-Poft ) fhe is to ferve at the Bar that Day: 
and as her Eye or Servant teaches her, fometimes 
fhe blots out Pale, and writes Red. 

Some thro’ all hunted Natures Secrets trace, 
To fill the Furrows of a wrinkl'd Face ; 
Buc after all their Toil ( pray matk the Curfe ) 
They’ve only made that which was bad, much 
As fome in ftriving to make tll Coin pals, ( work. 
Have but the more difcover’d that ’twas Brafs, 
Nay, thofe that are reputed to be fair, 
And know how courted, how admir’d they are, 
Who one would think God had form’d fo compleat 
They had no need to make his Gifts a Cheat ; 
Yet they too in adulteration fhare, 
And wou’d be Sign-Pofts, tho’ fo young and fair, 

But the Face fhe makes i’ch’ the Day to draw 
in Cuftomers, fhe ufually mars i’th’ Night, and fo 
is to make anew the next Day, for tho’ the Pro- 
verb lays, Good Wine needs 7:0 Bufh, yet her Has- 
band ( poor contented Man ) finds fhe draws in 
more Cuftomers, by being fet at the Bar, than his 
Cother Sign that he hangs in the open Street: So 
that bis beft Sign-Poft is a handfome Wife; and 
therefore her Head is drefs’d, and hung about 
with Toys and Devices, like the Sign of his Ta- 
vern, to draw on {uch as fee her, and fomecimes 
is writ on her Forehead, ( as onthe Dolphin at 
Cambridge, in Capital Letters,) Lake, or look off.— 


Thus painted ‘Women are Sign-Pofts to decoy, 
The rambling Man, and the fond thoughtlefs Boy. 
But trom fuch painted Sign-Pofts ftraic retire, 


They're Freven, perhaps, and fech lodge inward 
Yes, for the Plague cf 4dam’s fallin Race, (Fire: 
[hele rotten Si:gn-Polts have an Angel's Face 5 
For Womau’s longue and Eyesdid ne'er deciart, 
W hat lies within to ruin and enfnare. 
Woman’s a well complexion’d and feeming Sut, 
Oaly made up ot Powder, Patch and Paint; 

A paiated Tomb, that entertains within, 

No other Gueits bute Rottennefs and Sin: 
Acralty Cheat— Dcecoy—~ a meer Trepan, 


& Sign-Polt, made to temptin foolifh Maa. 


London, Printed for the Author,and are to be Sold by 4. Morphew near Stationers Hal 
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